
The ForUM
Fall 2005

The Newsletter of 
the institute of classical architecture 

& Classical America

$

www.classicist.org

r2005 Intensive Professional
Program: Summer Studies

Return to the Institute

2005 Arthur Ross Awards

Hidden in Plain Sight: 
The Library of the 
General Society of

Mechanics and Tradesmen

r

B
O

A
R

D
O

F
D

IR
E

C
T

O
R

S
M

ar
c

A
pp

le
to

n
D

av
id

G
.B

ai
rd

,J
r.

C
hr

is
to

ph
er

H
.B

ro
w

ne
R

ic
ha

rd
W

ils
on

C
am

er
on

A
de

le
C

ha
tf

ie
ld

-T
ay

lo
r

D
av

id
J.

C
oh

en
R

od
ne

y
M

im
s

C
oo

k,
Jr

.
Je

ff
re

y
L

.D
av

is
A

nn
e

Fa
ir

fa
x

C
hr

is
ti

ne
G

.H
.F

ra
nc

k
M

ar
ga

re
t

H
al

se
y

G
ar

di
ne

r
R

ay
G

in
dr

oz
,F

A
IA

W
ill

ia
m

H
.H

ar
ri

so
n

A
lv

in
H

ol
m

P
hi

lip
K

.H
ow

ar
d

Jo
hn

M
as

se
ng

al
e

P
et

er
P

en
no

ye
r

E
liz

ab
et

h
P

la
te

r-
Z

yb
er

k
L

eo
na

rd
P

or
te

r
H

en
ry

H
op

e
R

ee
d

A
rt

hu
r

R
os

s
B

ar
ba

ra
Sa

lli
ck

R
ic

ha
rd

Fr
an

kl
in

Sa
m

m
on

s
Su

za
nn

e
R

.S
an

tr
y

G
ilb

er
t

P
.S

ch
af

er
II

I,
A

IA
B

un
ny

W
ill

ia
m

s
R

oy
S.

Z
el

uc
k

D
IR

E
C

T
O

R
S

E
M

E
R

IT
I

C
le

m
L

ab
in

e
R

ob
er

t
P

ir
ie

T
ho

m
as

J.
Sa

lv
at

or
e

ST
A

FF
P

au
l

G
un

th
er

,P
re

si
de

nt
R

an
dy

A
co

st
a

Jo
na

th
an

H
.M

at
th

ew
s

B
ri

an
a

E
.M

ill
er

H
en

ri
ka

D
yc

k
T

ay
lo

r

FE
L

L
O

W
S

L
eo

na
rd

P
or

te
r

Fe
llo

w
s

R
ep

re
se

nt
at

iv
e

St
ev

e
B

as
s

W
ill

ia
m

H
.B

at
es

II
I

M
ar

ti
n

B
ra

nd
w

ei
n,

A
IA

W
ill

ia
m

B
ro

ck
sc

hm
id

t
A

im
ee

B
uc

ce
lla

to
D

ar
on

B
ui

lt
a

St
ep

he
n

T
.C

hr
is

m
an

C
ou

rt
ne

y
C

ol
em

an
M

el
is

sa
D

el
V

ec
ch

io
P

et
ra

A
.G

ar
za

Je
ff

re
y

P
.H

al
l

Jo
hn

W
oo

dr
ow

K
el

le
y

N
or

a
M

ar
ti

n
T

ho
m

as
J.

M
cM

an
us

Fr
an

ci
s

M
or

ro
ne

M
.D

am
ia

n
Sa

m
or

a
St

ev
en

W
.S

em
es

Se
an

T
ob

in
Se

th
Jo

se
ph

W
ei

ne

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
P

R
E

SI
D

E
N

T
S

Ph
il

ad
el

ph
ia

A
lv

in
H

ol
m

C
ha

rl
ot

te
C

ha
rl

es
Fu

rm
an

M
cL

ar
ty

So
ut

he
as

t
D

av
id

G
ra

ce
C

ha
rl

es
to

n
R

al
ph

M
ul

dr
ow

M
id

-A
tl

an
ti

c
N

ir
B

ur
as

So
ut

he
rn

C
al

if
or

ni
a

M
ar

k
A

pp
le

to
n

N
or

th
er

n
C

al
if

or
ni

a
A

ar
on

M
ic

ha
el

C
oo

k
N

ew
E

ng
la

nd
E

ri
c

D
au

m

C
O

U
N

C
IL

O
F

A
D

V
IS

O
R

S
R

ob
er

t
A

da
m

B
or

is
B

ar
an

ov
ic

h
M

ic
ha

el
B

ie
ru

t
Jo

hn
B

la
tt

ea
u

G
ar

y
B

re
w

er
St

ef
an

ia
de

K
en

ne
ss

ey
T

hi
er

ry
D

es
po

nt
E

liz
ab

et
h

D
ow

lin
g

A
nd

re
s

D
ua

ny
D

av
id

A
nt

ho
ny

E
as

to
n

M
ar

k
Fe

rg
us

on
M

ig
ue

l
Fl

or
es

-V
ia

nn
a

M
ic

ha
el

G
ra

ve
s

N
an

cy
W

.G
re

en
A

lla
n

G
re

en
be

rg
M

ac
G

ri
sw

ol
d

In
ge

H
ec

ke
l

E
ve

M
.K

ah
n

G
eo

rg
e

M
.K

el
ly

,S
c.

L
éo

n
K

ri
er

M
ic

ha
el

L
yk

ou
di

s
M

yr
on

M
ag

ne
t

A
rt

hu
r

M
ay

Sa
ra

h
M

ed
fo

rd
C

ar
lo

s
A

.P
ic

ón
D

em
et

ri
P

or
ph

yr
io

s
Ja

qu
el

in
R

ob
er

ts
on

W
it

ol
d

R
yb

cz
yn

sk
i

E
dw

ar
d

Sc
hm

id
t

T
ho

m
as

G
or

do
n

Sm
it

h
R

ob
er

t
A

.M
.S

te
rn

Si
m

on
V

er
it

y
A

.R
us

se
ll

V
er

sa
ci

D
ar

re
n

W
al

ke
r

C
ar

ro
ll

W
ill

ia
m

W
es

tf
al

l
Je

an
W

ia
rt

T
om

W
ol

fe

t
h

e
i

n
s

t
i

t
u

t
e

o
f

c
l

a
s

s
ic

a
l

a
r

c
h

it
e

c
t

u
r

e
&

c
l

a
s

s
ic

a
l

a
m

e
r

ic
a

20
W

es
t

44
th

St
re

et
,N

ew
Y

or
k,

N
Y

10
03

6

w
w

w
.c

l
a

s
s

ic
is

t
.o

r
g

P
re

so
rt

ed
St

an
da

rd
U

.S
.P

os
ta

ge
P

A
ID

P
er

m
it

N
o.

22
7

L
an

sd
al

e,
P

A

$



A t this writing, the Institute is poised to hire its first staff director of
education following a national search under way since the begin-
ning of the year. I am grateful to all who served on the committee

and look forward to a formal announcement shortly. The next Forum will
feature a profile of the new “Arthur Ross Director of Education” outlining
the plans ahead to extend the scope and content of our academic program
here at the national office and across the country via ICA&CA chapters as
well as through our association with the American Institute of Building
Design whose constituents seek our classically-informed pedagogy in
increasing numbers. The director will also launch an exploration of full
accreditation of Institute offerings. 

The decision by the board of directors to approve this new staff 
member has been magnificently reinforced by a permanent endowment
fund established by our Honorary Chairman, Arthur Ross. I am pleased 
to report it and hope you will join me in expressing collective thanks. The
endowment’s annual proceeds will help underwrite this post as a central
guide to our future course.

This development is made possible too by the example of Christine
G.H. Franck, whose countless volunteer labors and wise counsel as head 
of the academic programs committee has led the way to this auspicious
threshold. Working with her fellow committee members and the staff—
especially education coordinator Briana Miller—Christine’s initiatives in and
coordination of continuing education; the AIBD partnership; the expansion 
of conference participation and complementary custom courses; the return
of our summer school; and chapter outreach have set an enduring standard.
Yet another accomplishment is our recently offered series in architectural 
literacy, which brings the wisdom of ICA&CA faculty to bear before a general
design-loving and civic-minded membership eager to understand the classical
underpinnings and evolving expression evidenced in the built environment
past and present. Christine helped make it happen. All members can witness
her legacy first-hand when taking advantage of our academic calendar. 

An unparalleled teaching tool now at the ready for faculty and stu-
dents alike is the historic plaster casts collection, which has arrived from 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and is now being cleaned, catalogued 
and installed in the studio classroom of our new headquarters. I would 
like to acknowledge the volunteer work of ICA&CA member, architect
Gregory Shue, who has been assisting daily with the collection along with
Althea Webber, our summer intern, who is digitizing and cataloguing for
upcoming posting on our Web site. We welcome the contributions of all
who wish either to write about the individual masterworks in the collection
or can provide illuminating hyperlinks which together enhance appreciation
and understanding including later application of these seminal classical
precedents. Other plaster models will be forthcoming from such donors as
the great contemporary practitioner, David Flaharty, who recently taught
for us and whose inventory of models will prove invaluable for a new gen-
eration of classicists. He is guiding the conservation and cleaning effort for
which greater resources are required; we are fortunate to have his assistance.

Inside you will find the fall 2005 public program calendar; the academic
schedule will follow shortly. We urge all to participate fully and to tell like-
minded others about the work we do thanks to members and friends like you.

Paul Gunther
President 

Message from the President

T h e  f o r u m  F a l l  2 0 0 5$ 1 $

I n d i v i d u a l  M e m b e r s h i p
Over the last 50 years the study of classical architecture has virtually disap-
peared from the curriculum of almost all of the architecture and design schools
in the country. As a result, The Institute of Classical Architecture & Classical
America (ICA&CA) is one of the few places in America where one can learn
the classical fundamentals of proportion, the orders, the design of moldings,
and traditional detailing. Comparable lessons are brought to bear too on the
allied arts including landscape design and urbanism.

You can support this important educational initiative by becoming a
member of the ICA&CA today. Individual Membership will provide you with
a variety of benefits including access to the full range of our programs, discounted
admission to Institute classes, a subscription to The Forum, free admission to
our popular Summer Lecture Series, and access to the Classical America Series
in Art & Architecture, our publishing program. In addition to the many tangible
benefits of membership, we hope that no benefit will be more meaningful than
knowing that you are helping to keep the classical tradition in architecture and
its allied arts alive by supporting the educational mission of the Institute.

P r o f e s s i o n a l  M e m b e r s h i p
The ICA&CA also offers a Professional Membership Program for design and
building professionals. Professional Members receive special, firm-wide discounts
on member programs and Institute classes as well as special listings in the
Institute’s annual publications and on its Web site. Links from the ICA&CA
Web site to your company’s Web site are also provided with membership.
Inquire about a new enhanced Web presence now available.

The ForUM
The Newsletter of 

the institute of classical architecture & Classical America

Become a Member of ICA&CA

The Forum is published in two editions
annually with one supplemental issue:
Winter, Spring/Summer, and Fall. All
letters and inquiries should be addressed
to the editors at forum@classicist.org.

Design: Dyad Communications, Inc.

r

Return the enclosed envelope today or log on to www.classicist.org!

Managing Editor: Aimee P.C. Buccellato

Contributors: Daron Builta, Janet Wells
Greene, Paul Gunther, Francis Morrone,
Steven W. Semes, Henrika Taylor, Seth
Joseph Weine

this issue of the forum is sponsored by

277 North Front Street
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401

Atlanta • London
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1 (from left) ICA&CA staff member Randy Acosta with ICA&CA member Michael
Franck, ICA&CA Fellow Courtney Coleman, ICA&CA Managing Director Henrika
Taylor, ICA&CA Academic Programs Coordinator Briana Miller, and ICA&CA
Fellow Seth Joseph Weine.

2 Chairman of the Awards Jury Robert A.M. Stern (at right) with Adrienne and
Gianluigi Vittadini before the Awards Presentation.

3 ICA&CA Council of Advisors member and Awards Jury Chairman Robert A.M.
Stern and ICA&CA Chairman and Awards Jury member Gil Schafer III present the
2005 Arthur Ross Award for Architecture to Demetri Porphyrios, considered to be
one of the world’s leading architects and an influential classicist.

4 Arthur Ross Awards Planning Committee Co-Chair and ICA&CA Fellow Jeffrey
Hall with dedicated ICA&CA Fellow and event volunteer Nora Martin.

5 ICA&CA Council of Advisors member Thomas Gordon Smith with his former 
student and ICA&CA Fellow Tom McManus.

6 ICA&CA President Paul Gunther with ICA&CA board member and Arthur Ross
Awards Committee Co-Chair Suzanne Santry.

7 ICA&CA Chairman and Awards Jury member Gil Schafer III with ICA&CA board
member and Arthur Ross Awards Jury member Bunny Williams.

8 Congratulations to the recipients of the 2005 Arthur Ross Awards (from left):
Paul Negri (President) & Blanche Cirker (Founder) of Dover Publications for
Publishing; Deborah Nevins of Deborah Nevins and Associates for Landscape Design;
John Benson for Artisanship; Awards Presenter and ICA&CA Chairman Gil Schafer III;
Mr. & Mrs. William A. V. Cecil, Chairs of the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North
Carolina for Stewardship; and Demetri Porphyrios for Architecture.

9 ICA&CA Chairman and Awards Jury member Gil Schafer III and ICA&CA Council
of Advisors member and Chair of the Arthur Ross Awards Jury Robert A.M. Stern pre-
sent renowned stone carver John Benson with the 2005 Arthur Ross Award for
Artisanship. Mr. Benson is commended for his exquisite inscriptions on leading
American landmarks including the National Gallery of Art, the Boston Public Library,
and the John F. Kennedy and Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorials.

0 ICA&CA Honorary Chairman Arthur Ross (right) with Richard Kaplan (center) and
architect Richard Meier (left).

1 ICA&CA board member Bill Harrison with the Honorable Bernadette Castro,
Commissioner of the New York State Office of Parks and Recreation and member of the
Bush administration’s Preservation Commission (center), and his wife, Deborah Harrison.

THE 2005 ARTHUR ROSS AWARDS

O
n May 9, 2005 the Institute of Classical Architecture & Classical America hosted the annual Arthur Ross Awards celebrating
excellence in the classical tradition at the University Club in New York City. Special thanks to Jeffrey Hall and Suzanne Santry,
Planning Committee Co-chairs, and the dedicated event volunteers including Lauren Hall, Evan Hall, Nathanial Brotherhood,
and ICA&CA Fellows Nora Martin, Aimee Buccellato, Courtney Coleman, William Brockschmidt, Leonard Porter, Tom

McManus, and Seth Joseph Weine. The event was a huge success, with proceeds going towards supporting the ICA&CA’s diverse roster of
educational and member programs. Over 370 members, donors, friends of the Institute, and supporters of the classical tradition attended the
dinner and awards ceremony, which was presented by ICA&CA Chairman of the board, Gil Schafer III and ICA&CA Council of Advisors
member Robert A.M. Stern. Mr. Tim Gogelein, Deputy Director of Public Liaison at the White House delivered a letter of support from
President George W. Bush recognizing the Institute’s vast efforts in the promotion of the classical tradition in architecture and the allied arts.

Deborah Nevins & Associates

The Biltmore Estate Dover Publications

1

1

Demetri Porphyrios

Deborah Nevins & Associates

John Benson
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invited guest [in the city’s private
libraries]. He has only the inheritance of
rags; his mind is clear, his intellect
bright, his desire to learn and improve is
intense, but his hands are black from
labor, and his dress is coarse from poverty.”

The books in the collection cover
many subjects, from history and philos-
ophy to travel, architecture, art, and the
“Useful Arts.” The collection is gov-
erned by the Library Committee of the
General Society of Mechanics and
Tradesmen. Today that group, chaired
by labor lawyer Bruce Simon  (GSMT
member and husband of Arlene Simon
of the historic preservation group,
Landmarks West, who is also a GSMT
member), is no longer made up of mar-
ble carvers, boat builders, and stair
builders who held sway over the collec-
tion in 1878. However, many engineers
and skilled craftsmen remain among its
members, and hold fast to the traditions
of voluntarism that have allowed the
General Society to continue its opera-
tion as an educational and philanthropic
organization for more than 220 years.

The library uses the classification
system devised by its librarian in 1901,
and still has a massive card catalog—one
of the last in the city. Today the collec-
tion includes both recreational materials
and the archives of the General Society,
which were recently indexed through a
processing grant from the National
Historical Publication and Records
Commission of the National Archives
and Records Commission. 

A major goal for the mission of the
Library of the General Society Library
today is to make the rich resources of
the collection available for teaching and
learning. In the near future, the books
and other resources of the General
Society Library will be available to faculty,
members, and students of the ICA&CA.

For more information about the
GSMT Library and its collection please
contact: 

Janet Wells Greene, Ph.D.
Historian and Director of the Library
jgreene@generalsociety.org
Telephone: 212-921-1767
Fax: 212-398-4381
www.generalsociety.org

he book collection of
Library of the General
Society of Mechanics
and Tradesmen (GSMT)
is often eclipsed by its

architecture. In 1904 architect Ralph
Townsend transformed the outdoor
parade ground of the Berkeley School
for boys into a soaring atrium to serve 
as a new home for the General Society’s
library and later a lecture hall. His
design added ornate faux-marble
columns and decorative plasterwork to
a utilitarian space to create a room
which today, under the glow of its deli-
cate skylight, is both grand and intimate.

The Library, which is located on
the first floor of the GSMT headquarters
and the home of the ICA&CA on West
44th street, has housed the book collec-
tions of the General Society since 1898,
but it is the fifth location of the Library,
which was founded in 1820 as a library
for apprentices. Today the room is best
known to outsiders as a hall for lectures,
concerts and film showings, but in the
shadows of the stacks, waiting to be 
discovered, is a remarkable collection 
of Americana, a living artifact of the
reading tastes of New York residents for
the past 185 years.

The Library was originally estab-
lished by master craftsmen for their
apprentices. The Apprentices’ Library’s
bookplate honors traditional values,
industry, and moral uplift through its
images of two young boys receiving
instruction from an elderly man in the
shadow of a broken column. The boys,
surrounded by books and a beehive,
watch the old man gesture toward the
ideal of a city on a hill (see image at center).

The library itself grew from a mod-
est collection of books available by can-
dlelight after dark to the apprentice boys
of New York. By 1898, it was one of the
largest circulating libraries in the city.
Before the creation of the New York
Public Library, it was the only private
library open to factory workers and other
manual laborers seeking to learn by
reading before the creation of a public
school system in 1858. As Mordecai Noah
noted in an address celebrating the
rededication of the Library in 1850, “He
who is in search of knowledge is not an

T h e  f o r u m  F a l l  2 0 0 5$ 4 $

Hidden in Plain Sight: The Library of the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen
By Janet Wells Greene, Historian and Director of the Library
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His 1959 book, The Golden City—the little book that started it all—is another
of the Series’ treasures.

The contribution of painting is underscored in key books on these arts,
including two volumes of essays by mural painter Kenyon Cox, The Classic
Point of View and What is Painting?, and Classical America co-founder Pierce
Rice’s Man as Hero: The Human Figure in Western Art.

Forthcoming titles include books related to ICA&CA programs, includ-
ing a study of Gustavian design inspired by our popular tours to Sweden;
Get Your House Right, a manual of new traditional design by Léon Krier,
Richard Sammons, and Marianne Cusato; a treatise on classical proportion
by Steve Bass; and a new textbook for drawing the orders by Alvin Holm.
Future projects now in preparation include a new edition of John F.
Harbeson’s The Study of Architectural Design; Catesby Leigh’s review of civic
sculpture in American monuments and memorials; a monograph on mural
painter Edwin Blashfield; and a new edition of Inigo Triggs’ The Art of
Garden Design in Italy, edited by Judith Chatfield.

Beyond the publications themselves, we are working to expand our
audience and make it easier to acquire books on classical design. Now visi-
tors to the ICA&CA Web site can see and purchase all of the CA Series titles
and other publications of the Institute at the new Classicist Bookshop
(www.classicist.org/classicistbookshop). Soon visitors to the Bookshop’s
page will find—in addition to our own publications—the most comprehensive
catalog of books and other media on classical architecture, urbanism, and
the allied arts available. Thanks to the Amazon.com Associates program,
any purchase made after entering the Amazon site from the Classicist
Bookshop—yes, anything, not just architecture books!—benefits ICA&CA.
Not only will readers find this a most convenient way to find the books they
want, but they can support the Institute by a mere click of their mouse. 
We invite you to explore the riches of the Classicist Bookshop, and your
suggestions for future publications are welcome. Happy reading!

THE CLASSICAL AMERICA SERIES IN ART AND ARCHITECTURE  

T h e  f o r u m  F a l l  2 0 0 5$ 5 $

P
ublications have been central to the mission of the Institute
of Classical Architecture & Classical America from the
beginning. Republication of valuable historic texts (unavail-
able elsewhere) and presenting important new works have

proven critical for recovering the body of knowledge associated with the
classical tradition in architecture and the allied arts. 

General Editors Henry Hope Reed and W. Stafford Bryant inaugurated
the Classical America Series in Art and Architecture with William Ware’s
The American Vignola in 1977. Twenty-eight years later, the CA Series 
consists of twenty essential texts, including our latest titles, Henry Hope
Reed’s The United States Capitol: Its Architecture and Decoration, Jean-François
Gabriel’s Classical Architecture for the Twenty-first Century, and my own book,
The Architecture of the Classical Interior.

Highlights of the Series include well-known titles like Geoffrey Scott’s
The Architecture of Humanism, Edith Wharton and Ogden Codman Jr.’s 
The Decoration of Houses, and Wharton’s Italian Villas and Their Gardens.
Perhaps less familiar—but equally essential for the student of classical 
architecture—are John Barrington Bayley’s Letarouilly on Renaissance Rome and
Georges Gromort’s Elements of Classical Architecture, volumes that combine
measured drawings with pictorial representations of important classical
models. Similarly, the Student Edition of the Monograph of the Works of
McKim, Mead & White and Hector Despouy’s Greek and Roman Architecture in
Classic Drawings showcase beautiful classical designs while offering superb
models of draftsmanship and rendering technique.

Highlighting the essential role of ornament and decoration in classical
design, the Series includes Henry Hope Reed’s studies of three great land-
mark buildings: the U. S. Capitol, the Library of Congress, and the New
York Public Library, all accompanied by Anne Day’s superb photographs
and Reed’s unique annotated visual glossaries of ornamental details. 

Book Report: The Publications Committee of the ICA&CA
By Steven W. Semes, Chair of the Publications Committee

Classical Architecture for the Twenty-first Century, by Jean-Francois Gabriel

The United States Capitol: Its Architecture and Decoration,
by Henry Hope Reed

The Architecture of the Classical Interior, by Steven W. Semes

Bricks and Brownstone, by Charles Lockwood.

Palaces of the Sun King: Versailles, Trianon, Marly, The Chateaux of Louis
XIV, by Berndt Dams and Andrew Zega.

The Elements of Classical Architecture, by Georges Gromort.

Greek and Roman Architecture in Classic Drawings, by Hector d’Espouy. 

The Golden City, by Henry Hope Reed. 

The Architecture of Humanism, by Geoffrey Scott. 

The American Vignola, by William R. Ware. 

The Decoration of Houses, by Edith Wharton and Ogden Codman, Jr. 

Italian Villas and Their Gardens, by Edith Wharton. 

The Classic Point of View, by Kenyon Cox. 

What is Painting?, by Kenyon Cox.

Man As Hero: The Human Figure in Western Art, by Pierce Rice. 

The New York Public Library: Its Architecture and Decoration,
by Henry Hope Reed. 

The Library of Congress: Its Architecture and Decoration, by Herbert Small,
Henry Hope Reed, and Pierce Rice.

Letarouilly on Renaissance Rome, by John Barrington Bayley. 

Monumental Classic Architecture in Great Britain and Ireland,
by Albert E. Richardson.

Student’s Edition of the Monograph of the Work of McKim, 
Mead & White, 1879-1915.
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A fter a two-year hiatus, the Institute is proud to announce the
return of its signature Summer Program in Classical
Architecture. Unlike years past, when the program was six

weeks in length and designed for students and professionals, the curriculum
of this summer’s ten-day Intensive Professional Program in Classical
Architecture was devised primarily for professionals to provide introductory
training in the tradition of classical architecture and urbanism. The program
was developed with the premise that contemporary practitioners can only
improve the quality of their own work—regardless of idiom or application—
through having undergone a rigorous training in classical principles. 
This summer’s energetic and talented group, who hailed from all over the
East Coast, included architects and designers, a decorative painter, and a
restoration contractor. 

Under the direction of the Institute’s veteran Academic Programs
Director and ICA&CA board member Christine G.H. Franck, Assistant
Program Director and ICA&CA Fellow Aimee Buccellato, and Academic
Programs Coordinator Briana Miller, the students benefited from many of
the Institute’s core courses including The Elements of Classical Architecture,
taught by Martin Brandwein, An Introduction to Proportion, taught by Steve Bass,
and The Literature and Theory of Classical Architecture, taught by Marvin
Clawson with Richard Cameron. On the 4th of July, the students ventured
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to New York’s Upper East Side to sketch the Richard Morris Hunt
Memorial with ICA&CA Fellows and artists John Kelley and Leonard
Porter. The Program also included an Introduction to Traditional Wash
Rendering, taught by 2004 Arthur Ross Awards recipient Anton Glikin; 
a walking tour of lower Manhattan with architect and well-known New
Urbanist, John Massengale; two professional roundtable discussions featuring
Gil Schafer III, Chairman of the Board of the ICA&CA, contractor Robert
Bump, and ICA&CA board member Ray Gindroz; as well as several lectures
on composition and American residential styles. The Program culminated in
a daylong design charrette exploring the introduction of open-air dining
pavilions to Bryant Park’s 6th Avenue terrace. 

John Kelley, classical painter, ICA&CA Fellow, and instructor of the
popular Principles of Drawing series said of this summer’s students: “In my
experience with the Institute, we’ve never had a more talented and ambi-
tious group of professional students.” Josh Linder, a graduate of this 
summer’s Program said about his experience: “Participating in an intensive
program in New York City has been enlightening and has energized my
interest in the continued study and application of classical architecture.” 
Josh also looks forward to opportunities to continue his studies with the
Institute and participated in the recent launch of the New England Chapter
of the ICA&CA.
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1 In an exercise in the Principles of Drawing series, students were asked to render geo-
metric solids and master the techniques of light and shade, cast shadow, and form
shadow. Drawing by Josh Linder, a designer from Boston. 

2 Using lessons learned in Martin Brandwein’s The Elements of Classical Architecture series,
Lee Hyden constructs the Ionic volute for her final design project analytique.

3 The Class of Summer 2005 (from left): Program Director Christine G.H. Franck, David
Kleiner, Greg Koester, Lee Hyden, Mark Gonzalez, Nir Buras, Josh Linder, Tim Keller,
Instructor John Kelley (back row), Bob Zoni, and Instructor Steve Bass. 

4 Classical painter and Institute faculty and  board member Leonard Porter introduces
students to the principles of perspective drawing in front of the Richard Morris 
Hunt Memorial on New York City’s Upper East Side. The students spent most of the
morning observing the Orders and completing free-hand perspective sketches of the
monument.

5 Architects Tim Keller and Nir Buras practice their perspective drawing skills while
drawing a New York City row house. 

6 ICA&CA Fellows and instructors Steve Bass and Stephen Chrisman discuss the design
esquisse process with program participant Nir Buras (seated).

7 In another exercise in the Principles of Drawing, students were asked to explore contour
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and rendering and master the techniques of light and shade, cast shadow and form
shadow. Josh Linder chose to study a small plaster bracket.

8 Sketch of a row house on 72nd Street by Nir Buras, a Washington, DC-based architect
and President of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the ICA&CA (cover image).

9 Instructors John Kelley and Leonard Porter with architect and graduate of the
Institute’s Intensive Professional Program in Classical Architecture, Greg Koester, at
certificate ceremony hosted by ICA&CA board member Peter Pennoyer at his office. 

0 Students were also asked to sketch a two-point perspective of a New York City row
house. Instructor Leonard Porter helps decorative painter Mark Cole set up his per-
spective while fellow students Josh Linder and Mark Gonzalez get started on their
sketches. 

1 Martin Brandwein (left), ICA&CA Fellow and instructor of the Elements of Classical
Architecture courses and Design Charette Juror, gives Nir Buras feedback on his final
design project. 

2 During the Principles of Drawing series, instructor John Kelley asked students to engage
in an exercise in still-life drawing. For this exercise, students sketched pieces from the
Institute’s newly-established in-house collection of plaster casts that were recently de-
accessioned by the Metropolitan Museum of Art and are now part of The Historic Casts
Study Center. Drawing by Greg Koester, an architect from A Classical Studio in Atlanta, GA. 
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Announcing: New England
On July 8, 2005, the ICA&CA celebrated the launch of
its newest Chapter at the Harvard Club in Boston.
Seventy-five architects, designers, builders, craftspeople,
artisans, and historians attended the inaugural event.
The New England Chapter will be the seventh chapter
of the ICA&CA and national president Paul Gunther
anticipates it to be a strong one: “We have witnessed
growing support from throughout this region and are
eager to see further advancement unfold under the chap-
ter’s well-informed aegis.” For more information about
how to become involved in the New England Chapter,
please contact Chapter Treasurer Heather von Mering
at 781-761-1238 or via email: classicistne@yahoo.com. 

Charleston
Chapter President Ralph Muldrow is pleased to announce
an upcoming lecture by Ronald Koenig on the grand
Michigan State Capitol. For further details about the lec-
ture scheduled for September 21st or other future events,
please contact Ralph Muldrow at MuldrowR@cofc.edu. 

Charlotte
On September 11, the Charlotte Chapter will host an
ICA & CA members-only house tour of a few homes in
Myers Park rarely open to the public. The tour will fol-
low The Seaside Institute seminar, “New Urbanism in
Charlotte: The Legacy of John Nolen,” scheduled for
September 7–10 at the Levine Museum of the New
South, Queens University and Spirit Square in
Charlotte. Tom Low, director of the Charlotte office of
Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Charlotte Chapter, will be one
of the seminar’s featured speakers. The ICA&CA is one
of several partners in this national symposium. For more
information, please visit www.theseasideinstitute.org. 
In November, the Charlotte Chapter will host James 
F. Caughman, Vice President and Executive Director of
The Washington Design Center. Mr. Caughman will
present “From the Renaissance to Rococo…and
Beyond” at the Mint Museum of Art. The Chapter is
also working on a trip to The Biltmore Estate in
Asheville, North Carolina. The Biltmore Estate was the
recipient of the 2005 Arthur Ross Award for Excellence
in the Classical Tradition for Stewardship. 

For further details about these and other upcoming
events, please contact Chapter Vice-President Nora M.
Black at 704-536-4988 or via e-mail: NMBlack@aol.com.

Philadelphia
Two lectures have been planned for the fall at
Carpenter’s Hall: On September 19 Jean François
Gabriel will speak about his book Classical Architecture
for the Twenty-First Century; and on October 29 Stephen
M. Salny will talk about his book about interior designer
Frances Elkins. For further details about these and

other upcoming events please contact chapter president
Alvin Holm at alvinholmaia@aol.com. 

Northern California
Eager to broaden their steadily growing local member-
ship, this new chapter will hold a membership drive this
summer in addition to hosting Russell Versaci
(ICA&CA Council of Advisors member) for a lecture
and book signing for his recent publication, Creating a
New Old House. In mid-October, the chapter will hold its
first annual fundraiser at the Carolands in Hillsborough,
California. For more information about the Chapter
and upcoming events, please contact Chapter President
Suzanne Tucker at suzanne@tuckerandmarks.com

Southern California
The Chapter’s Education Committee recently organized
a program of five courses for the spring and summer,
three of which were ICA&CA core courses taught by 
veteran ICA&CA faculty & board members Richard
Sammons and Alvin Holm, and ICA&CA Fellow Steve
Semes. Chapter members Virgil McDowell, Chair of the
Education Committee, and German Sonntag taught a
four-part course “Interior Detailing of Classical
Architecture” followed by an “Introduction to the
Classical Orders”, taught by Professor Peter Hodson of
the University of Portsmouth School of Architecture in
England. The Committee also produced the Chapter’s
first-ever lecture series entitled “The Art of Living”, fea-
turing architect and ICA&CA Board Member Richard
Sammons, interior designer Frank Pennino, antiques de-
aler Lee Stanton, and architect, ICA&CA Board Member
and Southern California Chapter President Marc
Appleton. In May, members enjoyed an exclusive tour
of the Moule & Polyzoides-designed National Resources
Defense Council building‚—the greenest building in
America—led by Stephanos Polyzoides. For information
about upcoming events including two home tours of Los
Angeles estates, please contact new Chapter Coordinator
Paulette Rapp at paulette@classicist-socal.org.

Southeast
The Chapter recently co-hosted a well-attended lecture
and book signing by Steve Mouzon with the Georgia
Chapter of the AIBD. Mr. Mouzon spoke about the sub-
ject of his recent book, Traditional Construction Patterns:
Design and Detail Rule-of-Thumb. ICA&CA Council of
Advisors member Russell Versaci will also speak about
his recent book, Creating a New Old House at a Chapter-
sponsored lecture on December 1st. For further details
about these and other upcoming events, please contact
Rita Patel at rpatel@acsfra.com.

Mid Atlantic
For information about Chapter news & events, please
contact Chapter President Nir Buras at nb@buras-archi-
tecture.com.

ICA&CA Chapter News

Above, Top to Bottom:
Leadership of the emerging New
England Chapter of the ICA&CA (left to
right): Treasurer Heather von Mering,
Chapter President Eric Daum, Chapter
Vice President David McTyre, National
President Paul Gunther, New England
Chapter board member Sheldon
Kostelecky,Chapter Secretary Ed Halligan,
and New England Chapter Board
Member William Young.

Patricia Benner, Co-Chair of the
Southern California Chapter Mem-
bership Committee (right), entertains
two new members at the fourth “Art of
Living” lecture hosted by Lee Stanton
Antiques in West Hollywood in May.

In March, the Charlotte Chapter held a
walking/ sketch tour of the Federal
Courthouse in Charlotte. The tour was
hosted by Richard John, Clerk of the
Federal Court with architect and
Institute member Milton Grenfell as tour
guide. Image courtesy of Ken Pursley. 
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Renowned author and historian Vincent Scully received the National
Endowment of the Arts esteemed Medal of Arts honor this year along with
Frederick Hart (deceased), sculptor and 1991 Arthur Ross Award winner.
The Medal of Arts, which was established by congress in 1984, is awarded
by the President to those who have made extraordinary contributions to the
creation, growth, and support of the arts in the United States. Each year, 
the NEA seeks nominations from individuals and organizations across the
country. The National Council on the Arts, the Endowment’s advisory
body, reviews nominations and provides recommendations to the
President, who selects the recipients.

^

Mark Appleton, ICA&CA board member and President of the Southern
California Chapter of the ICA&CA was awarded with the Star of Design
award for architecture at the Pacific Design Center during Westweek this
past March.

^

Fairfax and Sammons Architects received the award for Best Residential
Restoration for their work on 57 Charles Street in Greenwich Village from
the Municipal Art Society of New York. The Municipal Art Society
Masterwork Award jury stated: “the restoration work done on the exterior
façade of 57 Charles Street included the construction of a new stoop, 
ironwork, windows, and entry doors, all which blend in remarkably well
with the historic neighborhood.”

^

Urban Design Associates received a 2005 Charter Award from the
Congress of New Urbanism for its Pattern Book for Norfolk Neighborhoods.
Charter Awards are given in recognition of plans and projects that respond
to the existing environment through the exemplary practice of the princi-
ples of New Urbanism. 

Of Note
By Daron Builta

The ICA&CA is pleased to announce the Rieger Graham Prize
which is an award created by the Institute to advance the career and
professional skills of a recent graduate of architecture or its allied
arts. Applicants must demonstrate interest and training in the clas-
sical design tradition and the continuity of knowledge it embodies.
This prize will be awarded once every two years by a jury
appointed by the ICA&CA and will be a three-month-long Classical
Design Fellowship at the American Academy in Rome, the premier
American overseas center for independent study or research in the
fine arts and humanities. The total award will include Academy fees,
travel allotment, and award stipend. DEADLINE: November 1,
2005; DECISION: February 1, 2006. For more information please
visit www.classisit.org or contact the Institute.

R I E G E R  G R A H A M  P R I Z E

ICA&CA has throughout its history sought to fulfill its mission in many
ways. Chief among these has been the offering of courses and workshops to
educate design students and professionals in the principles and practices of
the classical tradition. ICA&CA also reaches out to the general public as
well as practitioners with classes, lectures, symposia, and tours, through 
publications such as The Classicist and the Classical America series of books,
and through the annual Arthur Ross Awards. Each of these endeavors is
overseen by a formal committee of dedicated volunteers. For example, the
publication you are now reading has been put together by the volunteers on
The Forum Subcommittee of the Institute’s Communications Committee.

It is my pleasure and my honor to introduce to you ICA&CA’s newest
committee. The Advocacy Committee, as we call it, shall, we hope, fulfill
another and increasingly urgent part of the Institute’s mission. This is to take
public stands on the role of the classical in America’s built environment. The
committee may work to ensure the inclusion of classical architects in com-
petitions for the design of public buildings, or to promote the creation of
New Urbanist “new towns” or other sustainable communities, or to correct
media misrepresentations of classicism. At first, however, the Advocacy
Committee shall focus its energies on the urgent issues surrounding “historic
preservation” across America. First, with regard to preservationists’ mania to
preserve modernist buildings, ICA&CA seeks to ensure that classical and
other traditional buildings don’t get short shrift in the landmark designation
process, as indeed seems to be happening in some places. Second, many
preservation review boards with approval power over new construction in
“historic districts” and additions to landmark buildings have, we believe,
misinterpreted the Secretary of the Interior’s guidelines so as to insist, in
many if not most cases, on modernist solutions to such new construction.
While many of us at ICA&CA feel that modernist solutions are sometimes
warranted, we feel that many preservation regulatory bodies across the
country reflexively oppose classical and other traditional solutions. We feel
it is of the utmost urgency that we work to level the playing field—in preser-
vation and in other areas, not to impose classical design where it may not be
appropriate, but to advocate on its behalf where it is appropriate and has
been or is in danger of being reflexively dismissed. 

We hope to do this in a variety of ways. We will write letters, testify at
public hearings, issue press releases, offer lectures and symposia, and in
every way we can think of reach out to the public and to the powers that be. 

And that’s where the general ICA&CA membership can be of such
help to us. We want to know how you would like us to direct our advocacy
efforts. Most importantly, as we seek to be national in scope, we need
“scouts,” that is to say ICA&CA members who will identify potential issues
that we might address, and if possible to provide us with materials, even if
only press clippings, that may aid us in our efforts. 
The committee, which comprises members from across the country, will
answer to Institute president Paul Gunther and to the Board of Directors.
But the Advocacy Committee exists not to serve the interests of the
ICA&CA Board or the Fellows, but of the whole ICA&CA membership,
and all who are committed to preserving and furthering the classical tradi-
tion in American architecture and its allied arts. 

Francis Morrone
Fellow, ICA&CA
Chair, Advocacy Committee

Those interested in becoming involved with the efforts of the Advocacy Committee,
please contact Committee Chair Francis Morrone at fm27@ny.edu. 

Taking a Stand: 
The Advocacy Committee



Titles of Interest
By Seth Joseph Weine
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The Designer’s Eye
Brent Brolin; W.W. Norton

To explain the social idealism of architects to non-professionals, you can
hand them Fathy’s “Architecture for the Poor”. But to get them to see like a
designer (a much more difficult task), one’s options are more limited—until
now. The author of several provocative books, Brent Brolin comes to the
rescue by implementing an effective side-by-side comparison technique. He
trains the eye by inviting us to see how subtle differences in a building’s
articulation can decisively affect its visual impact. Indeed, even pros can
benefit from a reading because the moves that Brolin points out are well
worth learning and reviewing.

My Architect
Soundtrack by Joseph Vitarelli. et.al.; audio CD; Commotion Records

Debate will continue about whether Louis Kahn was—in his heart and prac-
tice—a classical, “classicizing”, or modern architect. Kahn came to promi-
nence just as mainstream Modernism began to deeply question itself; a time
during which his efforts and those of Venturi brought about a fruitful con-
sideration of sources like the classical tradition. A recent film made by
Kahn’s son has re-ignited interest in Kahn and his theories on architecture.
The soundtrack, while reflecting the many facets of the film’s subject, is most
successful in its suggestion of the sublime—that powerful emotion that great
architects often seek to evoke in their work.

Friedrich Gilly 1772–1800
Berlin Museum

Gilly is being talked about—again. He used to be seen as a proto-modernist:
a precursor (with Schinkel) of Mies and other “rigorists”. Now he, Goodhue,
Plecnik, Klenze, Lewerentz, and the whole generation of Edwardians are
being looked to as inspiring models for a creative and elastic use of the clas-
sical/traditional vocabulary. But where to learn more of Gilly? Taschen
offers a colorful and concise monograph (part of a commendable series on
distinguished architects.  For an immersion in the Gilly oeuvre, however,
nothing compares with this volume, which was compiled for an exhibit at
the Berlin Museum in 1984 (copies are available on the net). Although the
text is in German, the accompanying visual material is extremely rich. 

The Elements of Typographic Style
Robert Bringhurst; Hartley & Marks

We sometimes say that the designer is a sort of poet, but here we have the
case quite literally: the author is an award-winning poet and internationally
known type-guru. His book on the anatomy & richness of typography, 
fonts, and graphic design (which had an influence on the original design of 
The Classicist ) is newly available in an expanded edition.
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THE CLASSICIST BOOKSHOP offers a range of essential texts
and inspiring publications on the classical tradition. 
Visit www.classicist.org/bookshop. Orders placed through 
The Classicist Bookshop online are fulfilled in association with
Amazon.com. A portion of the proceeds from each sale benefits
the ICA&CA.

Make The Classicist Bookshop your portal to Amazon.com for all
your shopping needs: During your session at Amazon.com any
purchase (not just limited to the books listed on our Web site), 
generates a contribution to the Institute.

The ICA&CA is supported in 
part by an award from the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

ˇ
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Building Science Associates, Inc. 
C.J. Ostergaard Architect
Cameron Asociates 
Charlotte Moss Interior Design
Cindy Grant Architects, Inc. 
Marvin Clawson
Daniel Lee Architect
David Jones Architects
Dennis D. Dell’Angelo
Athalie Derse
Designer Doors, Inc. 
Dickson Development Corp.
Michael A. Dixon
Estudio J. Loyzaga
The Fainting Couch
Flower Construction
Grand River Builders, Inc. 
Graphic Builders, Inc. 
James A. Gray
Greg Mix and Associates Architects, 

Inc. AIA 
Gregory Lombardi Design, Inc. 
Griffin Warehouse Associates
George T. Heery, FAIA 
Hickox Williams Architects
Howard Design Studio, LLC 
Ian H. Smith Ariba, AIA 
Jannis Vann & Associates, Inc. 
Jeffrie Lane Architect, PC 
Joan Boone Architect
John Kenneth Pursley Architecture
Kate Johns, AIA 
KDA Development Corporation
L.M.C. Corp.
LVB Designs
The Lane Group, Inc. 
Laura Heery, Architecture & Planning 
Low Tide Designs
Madeline Stuart & Associates, Inc. 
Margolis, Inc. 
Mark P. Finlay Architects
Meyer & Meyer Architects
Michael G. Imber, Architects 
Molly Isaksen Interiors, Inc. 
Moor & Associates, Architects PA 
Munder Skiles
P.S. Kennedy-Grant Architect
Padgett Residential Design, Inc. 
Patricia Benner Landscape Design, Inc. 
Patrick Sutton Associates
Peter Block & Associates Architects, Inc.
Philip Colleck, LTD 
Philip Hugh Smith Interior Design
Thomas N. Rajkovich
Greg Randall
Reynolds, Smith & Hills, Inc.
Richard Skinner & Associates, PL
Robert Dean Architects
Robert Glickman & Associates, Inc.
Ronald Bricke & Associates, Inc.
The Sater Group, Inc.
Scott Joyce Design, Inc.
Sebastian & Associates, Inc.
Simonini Builders, Inc.
Steichen Interior Design
TC2 Design, Inc.
T.V. Smith Design
Therien & Co.
Traditional Architecture, Inc.
Gary Turlington
Versaci Neumann & Partners 

Architecture
Voila Gallery
W. Allen Shumake, Architect
William Hefner LLC

T h e  f o r u m  F a l l  2 0 0 5$ 1 1 $

Welcome New Members!
Thank you to our new and renewing members March 1 – June 30, 2005.


