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Identifications

Oculus Lantern Lantern in_form of Tholos Statue of Freedom Dome Oculus Lantern

New House Wing Corridor OId House Wing UniTED STATES CAPITOL Old Senate Wing Corridor New Senate Wing
East ELEVATION

Pediment

Balustrade

Entablature

Corinthian Colonnade

Balustrade

Cheekblocks

PoORTICO AND STEPS OF THE SENATE (NORTH) WING
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Statue Freedom

Base
Lantern in form of Tholos <
.
( Balustrade
Torus (Ha!ﬁ Round)
Cupola, or Hemisphere
1 Ocil-de-Boeuf

Secondary Attic
Console Band

Entablature

Artic 1

- Balustrade

Entablature

B wagh berighe-4 Corinthian Colonnade

Base

Balustrade

DomEe oF THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL
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> Capital
Capital <

L Ur_iﬂmgd', or
Plain Shaft
Fluted Shaft J
o
Base
“
r
Pedestal
Base <
Ionic CoLumN BY THE WEST STAIRCASE OFF THE ROTUNDA CoriNTHIAN CoLumNns oF THE CENTER PORTICO
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Fleuron

Ovelo
Fillet Abacus

Cavetto

Helix, or Volute

Capital <

Acanthus Leaves

Astragal

Shaft < Flute

Fillet

Magnolia Fleuron

Tobacco Leaf

Magnolia Fleuron

Acanthus Leaves

Corn Leaves

Acanthus Leaves

SpeciaL CorINTHIAN CAPITALS OF THE SENATE REcEPTION ROOM BY THOMAS U. WALTER
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Upper Rail -

Ovolo

Sleeve

Astragal

Fillet

Base

PArT OF THE BALUSTRADE ON THE CHEEKBLOCK
OF THE STEPS OF THE SENATE (NORrTH) PoRrTICO

APPENDIX

Abacus

Necking

- Astragal

Belly

Scatia

Ovolo



Upper Rail

Ovolo with Egg-and-Dart

Cgﬂer with Eggﬂn d-Dart

Balustrade <4
Double Baluster

Lower Rail

Bead-and-Reel

Fascia 4
Dentil
Cornice < o
AR
. 4 >, Ovolo with Egg-and-Dart
Yol =t ‘!'-!" Pearls
Frieze 4

Cast-IRoN CORNICE AND BALUSTRADE WITH DOUBLE BALUSTERS

AT THE Basg ofF THE DrRum 1N THE DOME
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Oak Leaf and Acorn

Acanthus Leaves

Upper Scroll

Corn Cab

Acanthus Leaves

Grapes

Lower Scroll with Rosette

Acanthus Leaves

ANCONE OF BRACKET AT THE DOORWAY OF THE SENATE (NORTH) WING

APPENDIX



Scroll, or Volute

Bracket with Three Scrolls <

Acanthus Leaf
-
- Astragal
it
4 ' ; Gadroon
_ 'f
= Astragal

Acanthus Leaves

Acorn in Acanthus Cup

- N Ly '
I e = SH )
||'\".1:' il JaLiN 2

Leaf-and-Dart

Imbricated Bay Leaves

LANTERN BRACKET IN THE SENATE RECEPTION ROOM
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Cyma Recta

Rosette

Cyma Recta

Dentil Band

ENTABLATURE IN THE
House Receprion Room

Flowers

Rinceau

Bayleaf and Bayberry Garland

Tendril

Acanthus Leaves

CANEPHORE IN THE
Main Brumipr CORRIDOR

APPENDIX

Coffer

Modillion in Shape of
Volute with Acanthus Leaf

Ovolo with Egg-and-Dart

Cyma Recta

Basket

Rinceau

Tendril in Rinceau

Vine Leaves



Illustrated G]ossarj ofArchitectural and Decorative Terms

Agacus. The slab that forms the top of the capital. See OrDERS OF

ARCHITECTURE.

ABUTMENT, A masonry mass that takes the weight and thrust of an

arch, vault, or truss. See ARCH.

AcantHus, A Mediterranean plant (Acanthus mollis and Acanthus
spinous) whose deeply serrated leaf was stylized by the Greeks and
the Romans to become one of the principal ornaments of classical

architecture. It identifies a Corinthian capital.

Acant h us XPJ' nosus

Acanthus

Aeprcuce. A small house or templed frame.

ANTHEMION (ANTHEMIA, pl.). An ornament based on the honey-

suckle or palm leaf. Also a Palmette.

APPLIQUE. See SCONCE,

AraBEsQuE. An intricate decorative pattern joining plant, animal,

and sometimes human forms.

l ARCH

Extrados

Keystone )
Voussoirs

Intrados

fl

AnconE. A scroll-shaped bracket, customarily found in pairs, that

SUI‘JPﬂl‘tS a cornice over a d(_)Ul' ora \-\"ind()\\«', See BRACKET,

ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY

1 ] Span

Belt course

Impost ———

Abutment —¢ [ [

OF ARCHITECTURAL AND

T |
T —

Arcurtrave, The bottom third of the entablature, the part resting
on the column or pilaster and supporting a frieze. It is often divided

into fascia. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

AsTrAGAL. A small half round to be seen on a capital. See OrRDERS
OF ARCHITECTURE and Morpings. Also a molded strip applied to
one side of a door leaf where the two leaves meet. It is designed to

project over the adjoining leaf when the door is closed.

DECORATIVE TERMS
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ArTic. A story built above the cornice of a building.

Baruster. An upright support in a varicty of turned shapes, cus-
tomarily swelling toward the base. When one shape is inverted and
superimposed on its model, it is called a double baluster. Used in a

series and supporting a rail, it forms partofa halustrade.

Abacus

Ovolo

Bead

(small half round)

Necking

Astragal
(large half round)

t— Sleeve

Fillet Torus
Fillet
Fillet

Scotia

Base

Plinth

Barrer vaurt. A ceiling or roof construction as an extended arch

over a space, Customarily semicylindrical in shape. See vaurring,
Bask. The bottom part, made up of moldings, of the column and the
pilaster, or of any architectural of decorative sign. See OrpERS OF
ARCHITECTURE.,

Basesoarn. A flat projection at the floor level of an interior wall.
See Dapo.

Barrer. An incline given the face of a wall.

Bay, Bay Leak, saveErRry. A stylized leaf and berry of the bay tree,
by laurel or sweet bay (Laurus nobilis) often imbricated as in a wreath,

in a swag, or in the enrichment of a torus,
&

BEAD, BEAD MoLDING. A small half round. See MorLpINGs.

Brap-anv-rekL. A molding made up of elongated beads and disks.

Beans. See Praris.

Bip morp, The molding on which a cornice rests. See OrpERs oF

ARCHITECTURI:,

BEr £TAGE. The principal floor, customarily above the gr(mnd floor,

reserved lor reception rooms. Also Piano nobile.

BeLT coursk. A horizontal band of masonry extend-
ing across the facade of a building. Also String course.

See ArRCH.
BrzanT. A coin-shaped ornament.

BrRACKET. A support for a projection, such as a cornice,

usually scroll-shaped, as in a console bracket.

Bucrane. An ox skull. An ornamental device often

used with garlands, festoons, and ribbons.

BrackeT

CasucrHon. A round or ovoid device with a convex surface, often

elaborately framed. Also found in jewelry.

Carsson. A sunken panel in a vault or a dome. See Correr.

Caprrat. The crowning member of a column or a pilaster. See

(ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

CarroucHe. A shield or ovoid form often bearing inscriptions and
devices in relief, frequently setin an claborate seroll frame and bor-

dered with ornament,

Caverro. A concave molding with the profile of a

(]UEI.I't[‘}' I'OLIT](] or C‘IOSC" to it. See MOLDINGS.

CuaN BAND. A series of circles joined by paired

hyphens, often with rosettes in the circles. When bor-
dered by acanthus, it is known as a foliated chain band.

CHAIN BAND

APPENDIX



CoFrreR. A sunken pzmcl ina cciling, vault, or dome, or the under-
side of an arch. The great example of a coffering is to be found in

the Pantheon in Rome.

Corumn. A round, vertical support, consisting of a base, shaft, and
capital, usually upholding an entablature. See ORDERS OF ARCHI

TECTURE,

Consotk. A decorative bracket in the form of a scroll supporting
a balcony, a table, or an overhanging wall.

CoriNTHIAN coLuMN. One of the five orders of columns, mainly
distinguished by its capital of acanthus leaves and volutes. It was the
favorite order of the Romans. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE,

Cornice. The pmjecting top section of an entablature. See ORDERS
OF ARCHITECTURE.

Egg—ﬂﬂd-(jﬂff on III'U!O

Bead-

ﬂﬂd-ﬂ‘_‘ff

Fillet

Dentils ———1a—

f.e.'_lj and-dart I{ | |l 1

on (J-'In(_f reversa

Cornucoria. Also known as a horn of plenty, it is a gaat’s horn

overflowing with fruit, grain, ears of corn, and similar items.

Corona. The flat part of a cornice between the cymatium above

and the bed mold below. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.
Course. A horizontal layer of masonry.
Cove. A concave surface connecting a ceiling and a wall.

CrosseTTE. Also Greek ear, A lateral extension of the architrave

molclings at the top of a door or window frame.

Cm.\'.\'ci' te

Cyma RECTA. A molding with an S-shaped curve, concave over con-
vex. See MOLDINGS.

Cymarium. The uppermost molding of a cornice, usually in the

shape of a cyma recta. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

Baseboard

Dapo. A continuous wall pedestal or wainscot consisting of a base

or baseboard, a die, and an upper rail or cap molding.

Denrir. A small projecting block used in rows, called a dentil band
or course, forming part of a cornice. Dentils resemble teeth. Den-

ticulated or Denticular means enriched with dentils. See Cornice.

Dome. A convex roof or ceiling, hemispherical, semiovoidal, or

saucer-shaped, built over a square, octagonal, or circular space.

Doric coLumn. One of the five orders of columns, with a simple
capital consisting mainly of an abacus and echinus. See ORDERS OF
ARCHITECTURE.

Ecuinus. An ovolo or quarter-round m()l{ling that is part of a cap-
ital. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

EGG-anp-paRT. A familiar convex molding, an ovolo in profile
enriched with eggs and arrowhead. See CornicE.

@)
|I \ [
A

T

|

|
EnrtaBLATURE. The upper part of an order, supported wet-}
by columns. Made up of three major horizontal mem i
bers: architrave, frieze, and cornice. See ORDERS OF i
ARCHITECTURE, | -E.

'
EnTasis. An almost imperccptiblc swelling added to i
the tapering of the column shaft. It is a necessary an

refinement to correct the optical illusion of concav-

ity that results if the column is straight. ENTASIS

ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL AND DECORATIVE TERMS
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ExTtrapos, The outside surface of an arch. See Arcn.

Fascia. The plain horizontal band or bands, often combined with
moldings, that make up the architrave, the lowest, third part of the
entablature. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

Festoon. A garland made of fruits, flowers, leaves, or husks, and
hanging in a curve. Alternative term: Swag. See also GARLAND,

FiLLeT. A raised, narrow flat band between the flutes of a column.
Also a raised or sunken band when combined with other elements.
See MoLDINGS.

FrLeuron. A small Hower-shaped ornament usually found on the
abacus of a Corinthian column. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE,
CORINTHIAN.

FLuTE. A concave groove or channel running vertically on a column
or pilaster shaft. Also found in enriched moldings. Collectively
called fluting,

FLUTTERING RIBBON, (See illustration.)

FRET. A geometrical meandering pattern of horizontal and vertical
straight lines making a band. Also called Greek key.

[E

Frieze. The middle horizontal member of an entablature above the

architrave and below the comic. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

Gaproon. Old spelling: Godroon. A convex rounded ornament,
always in a set; for that reason, most often called gadroons. The

gadroon is round at the upper end and tapering to a point at the other.

GARLAND. An intertwining of fruits, leaves, flowers, or husks.

Groin. The ridge at the intersection of two vaults. A groined vault.
See VAULTING.

GurrLLocHE. An ornament composed of continuous interlaced curv-
ing lines. When there are two linked patterns, it is known as a dou-
ble guilloche.

Single
‘gui”ache

GurTak. A series of cone-shaped or cylindrical pendants on the
underside of a 1riglyph. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

Hevix. The volutes, or scrolls, of a Corinthian capi-

tal. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE; CORINTHIAN.

IMBRICATED. A pattern of overlapping leaves or scales,
usually of bay leaves, oak leaves, or bezants. Imbrica-
tion: a band of the same.

ImposT. A cornice-like bracket from which an arch

springs. Also called impost block. See Arch.

TIontc. One of the five orders of columns, recognized
by its capital of volutes, or helixes. See ORDERS OF

ARCHITECTURE.
IMBRICATED

Jis poOR. A door made to look indistinguishable from
the wall in which it stands.

KeystonE. The wedged top stone of an arch. See ArcH.

LEAF-AND-DART. A repetitive band made up of a stylized leal and a
dart. Sometimes called water leaf, a term invented by an eighteeth-

century archaeologist,

LinTeL. A horizontal member spanning an opening in a door or a

window.

Lu~erte. A semicircular wall inside an arch. Often applied to a
painting that fills the same.

MEANDER. See FRET.
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Volute

——

1z Rai.wr_f_ﬁ”er

T
2. Sunken fillet

“,_“‘?r
3. Bead
Called an Astragal when
j‘OIJ'mI‘ ona Shf{ﬂ

9. Torus

MoLDiNGs

Coffer with honeysuckle enrichment

(o)

EANEX
A
T

T TN

Acanthus

o

Honeysuckle Z

MobittionN

METOPE. A square panel between triglyphs on
a Doric frieze. Often decorated with a relief.

See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE; DORIC.

MobiLLion. A small bracket used in rows
under the corona of a cornice and extending
from the bed mold. It frequently takes the
shape of an ornamental double volute.

Moupines. Plain or decorated profiles either

rectangular or curved and either above or
below the surface. Their purpose is to provide
a transition or to produce light and shade.

MonourtH. The shaft of a column consisting
of a single block of stone, Also monolithic.

NeckinG, Also known as collarino, a wide
surface at the top of aTuscan, Doric, or lonic

column. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

NicHE. A recess in a wall, usually with a semi-

dome, designed as a place for a statue.

Keystone

Roserte

ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE (Frve ORDERS). An
order consists of a column with base (except in the
Greek Doric), shaft, and capital and its entablature.
Each order has its own formalized ornament. The
orders are the basis of architectural design in the clas-
sical tradition, providing lessons in proportion, scale,
and the uses of ornament. The five orders are Tus-
can, Dorie, lonie, Corinthian, and Composite. See
illustrations comparing the orders on the next page.

Ovoro. A convex molding, either elliptical or

quar ter-round. See MOLDINGS.

PATERA (PATERAE, pl.). An ornament, usually in the
form of a rosette, to be found in coffers.

PALMETTE. See ANTHEMION.

Pearrs. A small molding resembling a string of

pearls. Also known as beads.

pe08esesene

——————

PepESTAL. A base for a column, pilaster, or statue. Also a post in a

balustrade. See BALUSTRADE.

PepiMENT. A triangular gable with a wall, called a tympanum,
framed by a cornice. Originating with the Greek temple, it is found
today crowning an entablature, a door, or a window. When it has a
round cornice instead of two sides of a triangle, it is known as a

round or st:gmental pediment.

Round cornice

Split fillet

Spfii_ﬁ”ﬂ

PENDENTIVE. A triangular curved surface between two arches and
beneath a dome.

PIANO NOBILE. See BEL ETAGE.

PiEr. A heav}' vertical mass of masonry used for support with none

of the details of a column.

Pier

ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL AND DECORATIVE TERMS



Cyma recta
Cornice
Corona
E Ovolo
& Frieze
e .
Fillet
Architrave {
( — Abacus
Capital Echinus
Ncr:kmg
- Astragal
S ] Shofe
L~
D
Tf)ru.\'
Base
Plinth-
LN
Tuscan
_ Fillet
Cymatium
Cornice in cyma recta
Corona
2 Mutule
: Triglyph
Frieze
Metope
Architrave * Garttar
Abacus
C",‘-"-"-mI Echinus
Neckfng
Shafi % Rosette
Torus
BG.TG {
Scotia
Doric
' Fillet
Cymatium in shape
Cornice A of cyma recta
; Cyma reversa
s Corona
. Cyma revessa Egg-and-dart on ovole
Friees Dentils Fillet
A Fillet
. Cyma reversa
Architrave = Fascia
._____ = Fascia
: ‘ Plint Abacus
Capiral ] Cyma reversa
%

Volute

Echinus in egg-and-dart

Fluting

1]/

Shaft

Voussoirs

ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE
(Five Orders)

Fillet
/ Cymatium in
s{dpe of cyma recta
Cyma reversa
Cornice

Corona
Modillion

Ovolo in egg-and-dart
Dentils

Cyma reversa

—— Fillet

C)"m a reversa

Frieze

Architrave ;
Fascia

]-— Fascia
Fascia

Abacus
Fleuron

Capfmf

Shaft
BI‘JSE

CORINTHIAN

i - e —"" Filler
SR s T

ija!fum injbrm
of cyma recta

Corona
Dentils
Base ) oy
Base { — Fascia
Fascia
- Abacus

Echinus in shape of egg-and-dart

BBﬂd—Gnd— TEEI’

Acanthus leaves

Base %

I _ - Astragal

Base \ mm Hurmg
[ - L -
ALY, Torus

Base J “‘"- Scotia

== Tbru)'
* Plinth

CoMPOSITE



PrasteRr. A vertical rectangular projection from a wall, treated like
a column with base, shaft, and capital.

PrinTH. An additional base beneath the base of a column, or pilaster,
or baluster. A plinth course is a continuous plinth serving as base to
a number of columns, pilasters, or balusters (balustrade).

Post. An upright supporting member.

PurvinaTED. Pillow-shaped, as in the curved profile of a frieze, such
as in a pulvinated frieze. It is also found in rustication, where the
stones are given a pillow shape.

RakING cORNICE. Sloping cornice of the two sides of a pediment.
See PEDIMENT.

ReeD. A bead or beaded molding, i.e., a small half round. When used
in clusters, it is called reading.

ReviaL, The section of the wall framing a window or a door, cus.
tomarily when the wall is thick.

RiegON. An ornament in imitation of a cloth ribbon.

RINCEAU (RINCEAUX, pl.). A symmetrical swirling ornament of
leaves, customarily those of the acanthus.

ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL AND

RoseTTE. A floral motive, usually round. Paterae in coffers are most
often in the shape of rosettes.

ROSTRUM (ROSTRA, pl.). The prow of a Greek or Roman warship
used as a ram in battle. Stone imitations of them are part of the gram-
mar or classical ornament and are customarily found in columns.
Captured rostra were placed at the foot of the speaker’s podium in
the Roman Forum: for that reason such a pndium is called a rostrum.

RusTicATION, RUSTICATED. The same for cut stone in a wall that is
channeled with grooves.'l’he purpose is to convey an impression of
solidity and strength and to give visual relief to the wall surface.

SauceRr poME. A low concave ceiling, with the shape of an inverted

saucer.

Sconck. A bracket, secured to a wall, with a candlestick or several
candlesticks, or imitations of same, or with arms holding lights. Also
known as Appliqué.

Scrott. A spiral found in the form of volutes of a capital or in the

frame of a cartouche.

ScrOLL FRAME. A frame adorned with scrolls that looks as if it were
made of thick boiled leather.

SeemENTAL. The portion of a circle, less than a semicircle, defining
the shape of an arch or vault.

SuaFT. The trunk or the longest part of a column between the base
and the capital. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE.

DECORATIVE TERMS
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SHELL VAurTING. Vaulting used solely as decoration serving no
structural purpose. It is made of plaster bonded by lath and held in
place by struts attached to the beams. The Romans were the first to
adopt the vault as a decorative device. With its value as an ornament,
it evolved from being structural to being chiefly decorative. See

VAULTING.

Sorrrr. The underside of an arch, a beam, or any spanning members.
See ARCH.

SeanprEL. The triangular space bounded by the curve of an arch,
a horizontal line through its top, and a vertical line rising from the
impost or springing of the arch.

Spray. A sloped surface, usually in the arch of a door or window

where one side is larger than the other.

Sevrrr FiLLet. A fillet found on the horizontal and raking cornices of
a pediment, termed split because it divides at an angle where the
two cornices meet. See PEDIMENT,

SterEoToMY. The science and art of stonecutting. Also stereotomic.

StorpeDp FLuTiNG. Where the flutes or channels of a column or
pilaster, or any grooves, have been filled with rods or rods topped
by acanthus.

Strapwork. A form of ornamentation consisting of Folding and

interlacing bands.

STRING COURSE OR BELT COURSE. A horizontal band across a facade.
It can be flush or projecting, and given a variety of surfaces.

Swag. See FEsTOoON.

Taenia. The fillet at the top of a Doric architrave. See ORDERs OF
ARCHITECTURE; Doric.

Trums MOLDING. Also known as a quirked molding, In profile, it is
part round and part elliptical.

TriGrypn. A projecting block with three channels forming part of
a Doric frieze. See ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE; DoRic.

Vaurt. An arched ceiling. Prior to the coming of the steel beam, the
vault of brick or stone was adopted instead of wood beams to cover
a space. In the nineteenth century, a space would often be covered
by several vaults supported on cast-iron beams. The illustration
above shows a vault of brick and cast iron concealed by a flat plas-

ter ceiling,

g |

Vaurring. A method of covering space with masonry following the
principle of the arch. Its great advantage prior to the use of steel and
concrete was its being fire-retardant and long-lasting. Shell vaulting
often replaced vaults of masonry. For instance, a stucco shell could
be suspended by struts from beams.

VESTIBULE, An anteroom, entrance hall, or foyer.

Vorute. A spiral scroll as on an lonic, Corinthian, or Composite cap-
ital, or any special ornament. Also known as Helix. See ORDERS OF
ARCHITECTURE,

The glossary is based on The American Vignola by William R. Ware. For help
in the definitions, the author is indebted to Dr. Richard H. Howland; to James
Parker of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and to Alvin Holm, president
of the Philadelphia chapter of Classical America, The drawings were exe-
cuted by Alvin Holm, Cameron MacTavish, Harvey Heiser, David R. Kulick,
Steven W. Semes, Michael Javelos, Stephen Wright, and Stephen Piersanti.
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